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hearing the audiologist say that our son Noah was deaf, all other words that she spoke seemed 
silent” says Olivia Walsh, Noah’s mother.  “After being told that he 
would be a candidate for a Cochlear Implant we were somewhat 
relieved, knowing that it would help him hear, but we still did not 
know what would be involved.  We spoke to other parents, who 
gave us more confidence to make our decision.  They were a 
great help, along with the support group.”  “On January 3, 2006 
his cochlear implant was turned on.” Noah is progressing well.  
After just 15 months post activation, he has 50+ word and word approximations, which is 
excellent!” a proud Olivia Walsh reported. 

Youth are also affected by hearing loss. ‘One of the major issues for hard of hearing youth is 
decreased self esteem and in turn, their ability to self advocate, ” says Myrtle Barrett, President 
of CHHA-NL,  “we organize many activities for youth designed to work on self esteem & 
advocacy skills.  We also have an active youth group that organizes its own events”.  “While 
hearing loss is challenging, it has helped me develop a strong sense of self and gave me a drive 
to succeed and advocate.” Says Erika Breen, Chair of the CHHA-NL youth group.     

Please help us celebrate “Better Hearing & Speech Month” by increasing awareness of Hearing 
Loss Issues and our planned events for May (attached). If you are interested in doing a feature 
on hearing loss we can assist in many ways.  We have plenty of contacts for personal interviews 
as well as a wealth of information at our office. 

 


