A spoken poem by Gael Hannan
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You ask,

Do we like bcing hard of hcaring?
Do we like bcing deaf?
Sometimes no,

Sometimes yes.
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“we rather be hearing?
n’t ask us that,

has ho bearing

he way things are

ey just are.

REALLY bugs me when:

a person, thinking that because of my
And sot certain things, or that I have no

jer.

ome people made fun of me and thought I
T was Deaf.

It's nearing loss does define who I am!
Fast and «
Not hearing

|, most of all:

Watching TV, You feel alone because y in the school

(that's SO embarrassin hearing |<?ss

Not getting the little s ) harder a first

Yo others lt's harder fo. nnect because

) WE CAN'T UNDERSTAN E ARE SAYING!

We get left out of conversations becau can’t follow that fast

But! But! But! —— dEveW ’rilks at once
£ being hard Fh ’ e background noiS@makes us crazy

There are good ’chlngs about being d?a SRy o ear ng . The topic changes, but you don’t know that
It's easier to sleep..(and we love sleep!) And the jokes—we don’t get the jokes. Right away, or, ever.
We can avoid arguments So we just shut up
And we can avoid other things by ‘turning off’ ... And no matter what we do...We. Stand. Out.

Turning off the teachers, our parents and the noise!
It's easier to be positive.

We are better listeners

We look people right in the face—because we have to!

Hmm, what else is good?
er hearing-impaired students like me...and
with people who understand you!
itive..to vibrations, to sights
headaches than hearing pe
w | came to lose my h
with the loss
you every step of the way!

There isn't anything good..oh, yes there is. Having the lanquage
signing...because it’s part of me..and a very effective way of
communication. That's a3 good thing.
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And hearing loss gives me a good excuse not to listen to
people...that’s 3 good thing too

If you ask us what is the most memorable thin od. Some

I had surgery on my ear and the
In Grade
Having conf

My most memorable e
When my friend took my FM an
A speech pathologist told me
Meeting all these terrific pe
In hearing school, I was always alone. They would talk, | wo
When I first went to cadet camp, no one had ev
Friends, deaf friends,
When I got my hearing aids, | heard the rain for the first time
| have met many great people, who made me grow as a person

DO YOO HAVE ANY MORE QUESTIONS? BEGAUSE WE HAVE A LOT MORE ANSWERSI

ewfoundland School for the Deaf)
son. | got a LOT of attention.
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